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The U.S. intelligence community says 
it needs new tradecraft and training to 
prepare analysts and operatives to com-
bat the dangers of generative artifi cial 
intelligence, including the production of 
false information that some warn could 
trigger bad decisions or a global disaster. 

America’s spy agencies are getting 
an AI update, as the technology has 
exploded in both the public and private 
sectors globally. The Offi  ce of the Di-
rector of National Intelligence and CIA 
have published a new strategy detailing 
how their rank and fi le will apply AI to 
“open-source intelligence,” referred to 
as OSINT — insights gleaned from the 
massive quantities of data that are com-
mercially and publicly available. 

The Intelligence Community Open-
Source Intelligence Strategy for 2024-
2026 published this month said new 
generative AI tools (GAI) are providing 
several opportunities and challenges 
for those collecting and analyzing open-
source information to benefi t America’s 
spy agencies.  

“OSINT tradecraft and training must 
be updated and refi ned to mitigate the 
potential risks of GAI, including inac-
curacies and hallucinations,” the strategy 
said. “The OSINT community should 
be at the forefront of the [intelligence 
community] in testing the use of GAI and 
developing and evolving the tradecraft 
for its use. This tradecraft will set the 
standards for the human-machine team-
ing that will be the foundation of OSINT 
in the future.”

Open-source intelligence can come 
from an array of devices connected to 
the internet, social media platforms, 
and sensors and software tools, among 
other things. 

Generative AI largely refers to models 
that create text, images and videos in 
response to queries from users through 
tools such as ChatGPT. The tools focus 
on data and sometimes “hallucinate” 
responses, inventing answers with de-
monstrably false information. 

The spy agencies and their analysts 
need trustworthy tools to help them 
separate fact from fi ction and sort im-
minent threats from imaginary dangers. 

America’s intelligence agencies are 
reviewing the applicability of such pow-
erful AI tools. The CIA said last year it 
was studying the application of large lan-
guage models — the powerful algorithms 
that undergird generative AI tools. 

Lakshmi Raman, the CIA’s AI chief, 
said at a summit in July 2023 that the 
agency was in an exploration and experi-
mentation phase in reviewing the tools. 

By the fall, the National Security 
Agency was pressing forward with plans 
for a new AI Security Center to serve 
as a hub for testing and scrutinizing AI 
tools. NSA offi  cials said in September 
that the AI Security Center would work 
closely with private industry, national 
labs, academics and others as it toiled 
to understand new threats posed by 
cutting-edge AI. 

A goal of the AI activity inside Ameri-
ca’s intelligence agencies is to prepare for 
a world where every spy uses AI -- and can 
be used by it. The Offi  ce of the Director of 
National Intelligence’s Rachel Grunspan 
said last year that America’s intelligence 
community wanted to be “AI-fi rst,” with 
everyone from senior leaders on down 
having AI tools at their fi ngertips. 

The spy chiefs’ interest in adopting 
new AI tools across the workforce is 
evident in the intelligence community’s 
new open-source intelligence strategy.

The strategy said generative AI fi gures 
to become a powerful tool for the produc-
tion of timely insights, such as by “aiding 
the identifi cation of common themes or 
patterns in underlying data and quickly 
summarizing large amounts of text.”

Precisely what AI capabilities are 
deployed across the intelligence com-
munity are not fully known, but some 
details have emerged in recent months. 

The AI company Primer told The 
Washington Times in February it was 
working with the NSA. The company 
said its platform, among other tasks, 
helps analysts identify cyberthreat indi-
cators across social media and uncover 
adversaries’ infl uence operations.
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One of the Pentagon’s key drone and 
surveillance bases in sub-Saharan Africa 
faces an uncertain future after Niger’s 
military junta said this weekend that 
the American military presence is no 
longer welcome.

U.S. relations with Niger have been 
tense since military offi  cials last sum-
mer overthrew President Mohamed 
Barzoum’s elected government. The 
Biden administration condemned the 
move as a coup.

Washington has since tried to estab-
lish a relationship with the country’s 
new rulers, but a three-day visit by 
Assistant Secretary of State Molly Phee 
and Marine Corps Gen. Michael Langley, 
the head of the Pentagon’s African com-
mand, last week appeared to spark a new 
crisis in relations with Niamey.

Junta spokesman Col. Maj. Amadou 
Abdramane, reading a statement on 
state television Saturday, said a military 
cooperation agreement with the U.S. is 
no longer in force and that U.S. fl ights 
over Nigerien territory would no longer 
be permitted.

The spokesman stopped short of 
saying that U.S. personnel in the country 
must evacuate immediately. There were 
about 650 U.S. troops in the country at 
the end of 2023, according to the White 
House.

But the statement casts a major cloud 
over the future of a major air base oper-
ated by the Pentagon in Agadez, used 

for both crewed and drone surveillance 
fl ights.

Jihadist groups linked to Islamic State 
and al Qaeda have secured a foothold in 
the region. The base since its establish-
ment in 2018 was considered a key asset 
in tracking and confronting militant 
movements.

Niger’s military leaders have already 
ordered the departure of French forces 
that have long operated in the region, 
and have turned to Russian offi  cial and 
private forces for security assistance.

U.S. offi  cials adopted a wait-and-see 
approach Sunday as they tried to mea-
sure the impact of the announcement. 
In a social media post, the State Depart-
ment said the two sides had had “frank” 
discussions during last week’s visit and 
that the U.S. would continue discussions 
with Niamey.

The State Department last week had 
said Ms. Phee and Gen. Langley were 
traveling to Niger to discuss “Niger’s 
return to a democratic path and the 
future of our security and development 
partnership.”

But Niger’s spokesman suggested the 
U.S. delegation had pressured the coun-
try to give up growing security ties with 
Russia and other adversaries as the price 
for continued good relations.

“Niger regrets the intention of the 
American delegation to deny the sover-
eign Nigerien people the right to choose 
their partners and types of partner-
ships capable of truly helping them fi ght 
against terrorism,” Col. Maj. Abdramane 
said at one point.

U.S. offi  cials did not immediately 
comment on the most recent break, 
but the Nigerien government statement 
suggested the two sides have grown 
increasingly distant in recent months.

Col. Maj. Abdramane’s statement 
complained that the American delega-
tion failed to follow diplomatic protocol 
or to provide Niger with the composition 
of the delegation or the planned topics 
for discussion.

He denounced a bilateral status-of-
forces agreement signed with the U.S. in 
2012, saying it was “not only profoundly 
unfair in its substance but it also does not 
meet the aspirations and interests of the 
Nigerian people.”

“Niger regrets the intention of the 
American delegation to deny the sover-
eign Nigerien people the right to choose 
their partners and types of partner-
ships capable of truly helping them fi ght 
against terrorism,” Col. Maj. Abdramane 
said. “Also, the government of Niger 
forcefully denounces the condescending 
attitude accompanied by the threat of 
retaliation from the head of the Ameri-
can delegation towards the Nigerien 
government and people.”

The Pentagon did not immediately 
respond to the announcement, but was 
reportedly aware of the statement and 
has remained in contact with members 
of the Nigerien military government.

After designating the military take-
over a coup in October, the Biden 
administration announced a series 
of steps to limit military cooperation 
and aid.
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Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Ne-
tanyahu and several key Democrats 
traded broadsides Sunday in a rhetorical 
battle over the course of the war in Gaza.

Mr. Netanyahu, whose relations with 
the Biden administration have cooled 
noticeably as Palestinian civilian casual-
ties have mounted, took strong exception 
to Senate Majority Leader Charles E. 
Schumer’s speech saying it is time for 
the hawkish prime minister to step down 
and hold new elections.

“It is totally inappropriate,” Mr. Ne-
tanyahu said on CNN’s “State of the 
Union.” “It’s inappropriate to go to a 
sister democracy and try to replace the 
elected leadership there. That’s some-
thing the Israeli public does on its own.”

Mr. Netanyahu’s own political stand-
ing has crumbled since the surprise 
Hamas attack on Oct. 7 that resulted in 
1,200 deaths and the capture of more 
than 200 hostages. Many in Israel predict 
the prime minister’s right-wing coalition 
would lose badly in any new vote.

“We’re not a banana republic,” said 
Mr. Netanyahu, who has argued any 
political fallout from Oct. 7 should be 
postponed until the fi ghting is over. 
“The people of Israel will choose when 
they will have elections, and who they’ll 
elect, and it’s not something that will be 
foisted on us.”

“The majority of Israelis support 
the policies of my government. It’s not 

a fringe government,” Mr. Netanyahu 
added. “If Sen. Schumer opposes these 
policies, he is not opposing me. He is 
opposing the people of Israel.”

But Mr. Schumer, whose anti-Ne-
tanyahu broadside received strong sup-
port from several prominent Democrats, 
wasn’t backing down Sunday.

“It’s a good thing that a serious discus-
sion has now begun about how to ensure 
Israel’s future security and prosperity 
once Hamas has been defeated,” the New 
York Democrat’s offi  ce said Sunday in a 
statement.

Former House Speaker Nancy Pelosi, 
who still serves in the House, off ered 
Mr. Schumer some back-up, calling her 
colleague’s remarks “an act of courage.”

“The prime minister’s presentation 
proved the necessity of Chuck Schumer’s 
speech,” Mrs. Pelosi, California Demo-
crat, said on CNN’s “State of the Union.” 
“Chuck Schumer’s speech was an act of 
courage, an act of love for Israel.”

Mr. Schumer’s remarks “should be 
listened to because Israel’s reputation 
is at risk because of what is happening 
in Gaza,” she said.

President Biden himself has been 
silent when asked if he condemned Mr. 
Schumer’s remarks.

White House national security 
spokesman John Kirby, speaking on 
“Fox News Sunday,” said it is up to Israel 
to determine when to hold elections, but 
added that the president “recognizes that 
[Mr. Schumer] was speaking for a lot of 
Americans who feel the same way about 

the way the war’s going.”
Mr. Netanyahu reiterated Sunday in 

a Cabinet meeting that Israel is moving 
ahead with an assault on Hamas posi-
tions in the southern Gaza border town 
of Rafah, despite international warnings 
that the campaign risks creating even 
more casualties for civilians trapped in 
the crossfi re.

Mr. Biden has said a Rafah assault 
would be a “red line for Washington” if 
Israeli forces failed to take active steps to 
limit collateral damage to civilians. Mr. 
Kirby said Sunday the U.S. government 
has not been told yet by the Netanyahu 
government how the Rafah assault will 
be conducted.

Israel has not abandoned diplomacy: 
A delegation of Israeli negotiators was in 
Qatar on Sunday for new indirect talks 
with Hamas offi  cials on a cease-fi re in 
Gaza that could also free many of the re-
maining 100 or so Israeli hostages held by 
the militant group that both the U.S. and 
Israel consider a terrorist organization.

While a deadline to cut a deal before 
the March 10 start of the Muslim obser-
vance of Ramadan failed to material-
ize, Hamas leaders are reportedly now 
considering a six-week cease-fi re and 
hostage exchange deal, which would also 
allow larger shipments of humanitarian 
aid to reach the Palestinian enclave.

The fate of the Israeli hostages has 
been a particular political problem for 
Mr. Netanyahu at home.

• This article is based in part on wire 
service reports.
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Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu (right) was unhappy with Senate Minority Leader Charles E. Schumer of New York, aft er 
the U.S. leader said it was time for Mr. Netanyahu to step down. “It is totally inappropriate,” Mr. Netanyahu said in an interview.
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Defi ant Bolsonaro 
welcomes trial

RIO DE JANEIRO | Former Brazilian 
President Jair Bolsonaro said Satur-
day he was “not afraid of any trial,” 
a day after documents released by 
the Supreme Court revealed that two 
top military leaders said the populist 
ex-leader and ally of former President 
Donald Trump plotted to remain in 
power after losing the 2022 election.

Mr. Bolsonaro avoided commenting 
on the content of any of several inves-
tigations targeting him, but claimed 
he was a victim of “persecution” for 
causing trouble for the country’s 
political left. Authorities in February 
confi scated the conservative maverick 
politician’s passport.

“I could very well be in another 
country, but I decided to come back 
here at all costs. I’m not afraid of any 
trial, as long as the judges are impar-
tial,” Mr. Bolsonaro said in Rio de 
Janeiro, speaking at a campaign event 
in the city’s mayoral race.

The court documents released 
Saturday included testimony from 
Mr. Bolsonaro’s former Army and Air 
Force commanders to police, who said 
they refused the former leader’s de-
mands and would arrest him if he tried 
to stay in power.

The statements only added to a 
growing pile of legal woes for Mr. 
Bolsonaro as prosecutors seek to fi nd 
links between the populist leader and 
the Jan. 8, 2023, riots that damaged 
government buildings in the capital 
Brasilia one week after the inaugura-
tion of leftist successor President Luiz 
Inacio Lula da Silva.

The former president has denied al-
legations that he and his supporters at-
tempted a coup during the 2023 attacks.

 — Associated Press

INDIA

Modi the strong favorite 
as April voting date set

NEW DELHI | India over the weekend 
announced its 6-week-long general 
elections will start on April 19, with 
most surveys predicting a victory for 
Prime Minister Narendra Modi and 
his Hindu nationalist Bharatiya Janata 
Party.

Voting in the world’s largest democ-
racy will stretch over seven phases, 
with diff erent states voting at diff erent 
times and results will be announced 
on June 4. Over 970 million voters — 
more than 10% of the world’s popula-
tion — will elect 543 members for the 
lower house of Parliament for a term 
of fi ve years.

Mr. Modi, who is seeking a third 
consecutive term, faces little challenge 
as the main opposition alliance of over 
two dozen regional parties led by the 
Indian National Congress party appears 
to be cracking, riven by rivalries, politi-
cal defections and ideological clashes.

 — Associated Press

EGYPT

EU pledges $8 billion in aid 
with an eye on refugees

CAIRO | The European Union on 
Sunday announced a $8 billion aid 
package for cash-strapped Egypt 
as concerns mount that economic 
pressure and confl icts in neighboring 
countries could drive more migrants to 
European shores.

The deal, which drew criticism 
from civil liberties groups over Egypt’s 
human rights record, was signed Sun-
day afternoon in Cairo in a ceremony 
attended by Egyptian President Abdel 
Fattah el-Sissi, European Commis-
sion President Ursula von der Leyen 
and leaders of Belgium, Italy, Austria, 
Cyprus and Greece.

The aid package includes both 
grants and loans over the next three 
years for the Arab world’s most popu-
lous country, according to the EU’s 
mission in Cairo. Most of the funds 
— $5.4 billion — are macro-fi nancial 
assistance, according to a document 
from the EU mission in Egypt.

The EU will provide assistance 
to Egypt’s government to fortify its 
borders, especially with Libya, a major 
transit point for migrants fl eeing 
poverty and confl icts in Africa and the 
Middle East. The 27-nation bloc will 
also support the government in host-
ing Sudanese who have fl ed nearly a 
year of fi ghting between rival generals 
in their country. Egypt received more 
than 460,000 Sudanese since April last 
year.

 — Associated Press


